
 
District Instruction Materials Committee Minutes 
January 10, 2018 
Shoreline Center, Room D-105 

 

Call to Order 
Chairperson Maria Stevens called the District Instruction Committee Meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Present: Amy McClellan, Amy Vujovich, Andrew Lohman, Anne Dame, Chrisy Francescutti, Joanna 

Freeman, Margaret Cassady, Maria Stevens, Wendy Friedman, Geneva Norton, Dr. Tanisha 
Brandon-Felder 

Absent: Kari Bonallo, Kelly Flynt, Jim Golubich, Ron Jones, Cynthia McConnelee, Therese Schmidt, 
Linnea Rodriquez 

Guest: Ellen Kaje 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the October 11th meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
Review of Reading Material (Dual Language) 
2.1 Estrellita 
Estrellita is a phonics piece that teaches Spanish literacy and was submitted and presented by Director of 
Categorical Programs and Academic Support, Ellen Kaje. It is to be used for the Dual Language program at 
Briarcrest Elementary/Grades K-1 and would fall within the Core category.  
 
Estrellita bridges the gap from non-reader to reader in Spanish by providing children with the necessary 
decoding skills. The Dual Language program at Briarcrest is currently using the Wonders curriculum. Most 
Dual Language programs use Estrellita as a phonics component. In the Spanish language, most letters make 
exactly one distinct sound and Estrellita is the only curriculum that teaches this. The teachers have been 
piloting the material this year and the results have been positive.  
 
Geneva Norton questioned if the material was a “Web-Based/Online Resource” as the box had been selected 
but had not been approved by the IT Director. Ellen clarified that it was not web-based but there are 
additional/supplemental resources available online. Geneva moved to strike out the box that was marked in 
error and approve as corrected.  
 
In covering Section 8/Bias Screening, Ellen pointed out that one woman wrote the material and she is not a 
person of color. Additionally, there is not any representation of children in the curriculum. Dr. Tanisha Brandon-
Felder requested that we strike out “minority” from Section 8 and replace with “person of color”. Amy McClellan 
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added that the Language Arts Sub-Committee is in the process of reviewing and updating the DIMC form with 
a lot of focus on Section 8. The changes will be reviewed by the Equity Team for final approval and brought 
back to the committee in April.  
 
Geneva Norton moved to adopt Estrellita. Amy McClellan seconded the motion.  
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 11 votes. 

 
Review of Reading Material 
3.1 Words Their Way (Series) 
The submitter was not present. As a result, the item has been tabled and can be presented at the April 11th 
meeting.  
 

 
Review of Language Arts Material  
4.1 The Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingsolver  
The Poisonwood Bible is a novel submitted by the Shorewood English teacher, Dana Knox to be used for 
English 11/Grade 11 and would fall within the Supplemental to Core category.  
 
The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical 
Baptist who takes his family on a mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. Amy McClellan shared the synopsis of 
the story noting that the reading level is appropriate, the content is suitable for the students and there is 
richness in character development. While religious topics are not a foreign concept as The Crucible is taught at 
this age, there may be possible pushback with religious intolerance and/or generalizations about Christianity. 
Dr. Tanisha Brandon-Felder asked who helps guide how controversial topics are taught in the classroom as 
well as turned into thoughtful conversations. Maria Stevens answered that the building leadership guides that 
process.  
 
Amy Vujovich asked the Language Arts Articulation Sub-Committee to confirm if the novel was approved at the 
meeting, as the box was not checked on the form. Amy McClellan confirmed that it has been approved and the 
correction will be made on the form. 
 
Section 8/Bias Screening was not filled out correctly (examples noted in the Language Arts Articulation 
minutes), the submitter marked “Excellent” in all categories. The Language Arts Articulation Sub-Committee 
agreed to excuse the incorrectly filled out bias screening as they communicated the expectations with the 
submitter going forward. However, the DIMC committee members asked if the book could get approved based 
on contingency that the submitter revises the bias screening before it goes before The Board. It was agreed to 
do so and Amy McClellan would communicate this to the submitter.  
 
Wendy Friedman voiced concern about the size of the book and the stamina it would take to get through it 
would pose a challenge to some students. It was clarified that the intended use for the book is supplemental.  
 
Chrisy Francescutti moved to recommend approval The Poisonwood Bible based on contingency that the bias 
screening is updated. Anne Dame seconded the motion. 



 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 11 votes. 

 
4.2 I Am Malala  
I Am Malala is a novel submitted by the Kellogg English teacher, Theresa Jarvis to be used for English/Grade 
8 and would fall within the Supplemental to Core category.  
 
I Am Malala is a story about a young Pakistani girl who speaks out for the rights of girls to attend school and 
subsequently shot in the head by the Taliban. She has a miraculous recovery and begins her path as a 
worldwide speaker for the importance of the education of girls. She won the Nobel Peace Prize at 16 for her 
efforts. Amy McClellan shared the synopsis of the story emphasizing the great cultural insight. Anne Dame 
added that the novel is in high demand, is suitable for the age group, there is a high interest amongst students 
and is highly recommended.  
 
Amy Vujovich moved to recommend approval of I Am Malala. Margaret Cassady seconded the motion.  
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 11 votes. 

 
 
 
Adjournment: 1:47 p.m. 


